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RESEARCH OF THE NOTION INTERACTION IN 
CONCEPTUAL-CATEGORIAL REFERENCES OF THE PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL 

SECURITY 
The article is devoted to the generalization of regulations, works of scientists dedicated to 

the defining of essential meaning of the notion “national security”, to the reveal of terminological 
interaction dialectics of generic and specific concepts in the research field of the problems of 
national security.

In Ukraine at the present stage of its state formation the implementation of national 
security and defense mission occurs circumspectly to the national interests of the country. 
This process requires an adjusting in accordance with the state legal status of Ukraine as a 
sovereign state and at the same time it requires a valid approach to the determination of 
methodological basis of settling the problem of national security and defense. That is why it 
is important to generalize the regulations, groundwork of scientists dedicated to the defining 
of the essential notion “national security”, reveal of the specific character of categorical 
reference of notion interaction of generic and superordinate terms in the research area of 
the problem in a scientific point. This determines the aim of the research.

First of all we assert that national security and defense is a guarantee of state 
formation in any country. In this sense Ukraine is not an exception. That is why the 
Constitution of Ukraine puts the task of providing the national security and defense 
of Ukraine on the list of the most important. Particularly in Article 1 of the Concept of 
National Security of Ukraine (1997) it is emphasized that national security of Ukraine as 
a state of security of essential interests of a person, society and the State from inner and 
outer menaces is a requisite condition of preservation and increase of intellectual values 
and material assets [7]. It is important to specify that in the Article 1 of the Law of Ukraine 
“On the Fundamentals of the National Security of Ukraine” it stands such a definition of the 
notion under consideration: national security is a protection of vital interests of a person 
and a citizen, society and the State which provides the support of the constant development 
of the society, early detection, preservation and neutralization of justifiable and potential 
threats to national interests [3]. 

Resources to international legal instruments enable us to acquaint with the 
definition represented in the proposals of the Foundation of National International Security 
in UNESCO. In this document the notion “national security” is defined as the system of the 
state and social guarantees which support the stable development of the nation, protection 
of basic levels and interests, sources of intellectual and material welfare from inner and outer 
threats [6, p. 2].

The research of Ukrainian scientists as for the defining of the essential content of 
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the main notion in conceptual-categorical reference of national security problems indicates 
the absence of its universal definition. Thus; S. Pyrozhkov indicates that in a broad concept 
national security of Ukraine is a method of the self-preservation of Ukrainian nation which 
has reached the level of organization in a form of independent state. This method enables 
its state-organized existence and a free self-development, reliable security from inner and 
outer menaces [9, p. 3]. O. Belov, V. Gorbulin, E. Lisitsyn describe the notion as a status of 
political institutions that provide their effective activity of maintenance of individual and 
society optimal conditions of existence and development [2, p. 16]. 
 In the choice of our research stand as for the “national security” notion defining it 
is appropriate to focus on the research of interaction of the notions which can disclose its 
essence points like “protectability”, “menace”, “national interests”. We describe them shortly.
In our view “protectability” can be interpret as a real opportunity of a person, society and 
the state to protect itself, its status, self interests from real encroachment of something or 
someone which can be adequately estimated and detect their level which makes it impossible 
to reduce the vital activity of a person, society and the state. Generalisation of the scientists’ 
views [8; 11] as for the defining the notion “menace” makes it possible to interpret it as an 
objectively existing factor which is threatened by doing harm; trial (intention) to cause the 
fault of some interests; possible danger, aggression. We will emphasize in the process that 
an attemp (intention) may be treated as a harm (development the plan of action which was 
not realised) or in order to deceive the opponents (in order to outwit or to terrorize him). 
As the mentioned notion “menace” is defined through the notions “danger”, “agression” we 
will emphasised the justifiable (actual) danger we may understand some actions (threat of 
force or agression) which cause the harm to national interests and the menace is a realisation 
of some actions with the use of military equipment or armed forces with the provocative aim 
(without the attack).

We consider that the most exhaustive definition of the notion “aggression” is 
proposed in the resolution of the XXIX session of the United Nations General Assembly 
named “The definition of Aggression” (14.12.1974). According to the Article 1 of this 
resolution “aggression is the use of military force of the state against the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity or political independence of another state or in some way incompatible 
with the U.N.O. Statute” [10, p. 3]. In the Article 3 of the resolution it is proposed the list of 
actions of the state any of which even without the war proclamation is qualified as the act of 
aggression [10, p. 5]. These actions are characterized by invention or attack of military forces 
to the territory of another state. It means that aggression can be defined as a real attack of 
military forces to the territory of another state. 

As for defining the notion “national interests” we should admit that for the citizens 
of Ukraine the national interests should depict the fundamental values and aspirations of the 
people their needs in deserved living conditions and the civil methods of their generation 
and satisfaction. Our research position is common to the conclusions of O. Honcharenko 
who asserts that national interests are the crucial demands of the society (the state) which 
are correlated to its basic values and appear in the conventional ideal or normative set of 
aims [1, p. 75]. Accordingly we consider that at the stage the priority national interests of 
Ukraine are formation of civil society, development of democratic institutions for ensuring 
the rights and the liberty of a person, achievement of the national accord, set of equitable 
and mutually beneficial relations with all the states, integration into the European and world 
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community etc.
The stated material enables us to define the notion “national security” as a state at 

which the system of the state legal and social guarantees of the state supplies the realization 
of the sovereignty, the constitutional system and the territorial integrity of the state, the all-
round development and the protection of the people, the sources of its cultural and material 
well-being of the people without any discrimination from possible inner or outer menaces 
by the achievement of national interests and the harmonization of them with the universal 
needs and interests within the scope of basic principles and universally recognized norms 
of international law. Proceeding from the definition of the notion we mark out three levels 
of basic security units: a citizen (a person) – his rights and independence; a society – its 
intellectual and material values; a state – its sovereignty, constitutional order, territorial 
unity and borders inviolability. In this context we should admit that the security of a person 
is being formed by a set of legal and moral norms, social institutes and organizations which 
make it possible for a person to realize his/her abilities and needs, to feel the state assistance 
in it. The security of the state assumes the presence of social institutes, norms, developed 
forms of social consciousness which let to realize the rights, sovereignty and charges of 
all groups of population and to resist the actions which lead to the split of the society in 
corpore. The security of the state is achieved by the availability of effective mechanisms of 
management and coordination of political forces’ and social groups’ activity as well as the 
effective institutes of their protection.

The research of dialectics of notion interaction in the research field of the problems 
of national security elicits the complexity and multiple-aspect of basic notion essential 
sense interpretation. This is explained by the fact that national security involves political, 
economical, military, state, informational, science-technical, ecological, epidemic security, 
security of cultural development of the nation and other types of security (financial, fire, 
food and trade security etc).

Defining the security parties as the bearers of characteristics, states and actions which 
provide the protection of the security objects makes it possible to reveal that the main party 
of national security is a state which functions in the field through legal, executive and judicial 
authorities. According to the Constitution of Ukraine (Article 3, 27, 28, 29) the state secures 
each person, person’s life, health, honor, dignity, personal immunity at the whole territory 
of Ukraine, guarantees a concern and protection of its citizens who are abroad (Article 25 of 
the Constitution of Ukraine) [5].

National security is achieved by the conduct of unified policy in the field of its 
provision, by the system of measures of economic, political, legal and other types coincident 
with the menaces to essential interests of a person, society and the state. It includes the 
measures of not only political, economic, legal types but ecological, medical, military as well. 

The laws make the provision that in security arrangements realization participate legal, 
executive and judicial authorities, private institutions and individuals. The state provides a 
legal and social protection for people and associations which promote security protection 
according to the Law (the authority of main national security parties are considered in the 
system of its provision). 

On the assumption of the mentioned we take notice that the strategy of national 
security should include the description and classification of all the civilization challenges 
and menaces, the main methods of their elimination, the planning and the methods 
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of national programs realization in political, social-economical, military, scientific and 
technical, informational, ecological, humanitarian and other fields; trends and forms of 
coordinated actions of the authorities and formations of all the branches of government as 
for the protection of national interests of Ukraine, protection of its citizens. Such a strategy 
should be depicted in President’s of Ukraine annual and extraordinary messages to the 
Supreme Rada which are provided by Item 2 of the Article 106 of Constitution of Ukraine in 
a form of a separate chapter [4].

It is essential to point out that in preparation of annual messages binding participate 
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, executive authorities, scientists and professional as well 
as the Council of National Security and Protection of Ukraine.   On the basis of system 
proceeding analysis they prepare the proposals of solving the current problems like national 
security of Ukraine provision.

The stated let us make some general theoretical conclusions:
1. Dialectics of notion interaction in research field of the problem of national 

security makes the grounds for the notion “national security” treatment as an ability 
of a person, society and the state to protect the (person’s, state’s, nation’s) interests; a 
state of state sovereignty, constitutional order, territorial unity, economical, scientific 
and technical, defense potential of Ukraine, legitimate interests of the state and rights of 
citizens protectability from intelligence and subversive activities of foreign secret services, 
encroachments from separate institutions, groups and persons.

2. The main principles of national protection provision is the supremacy of law, 
dominance of contractual (peace) means in conflicts’ resolve, coincidence of national 
interests’ protection with justifiable and potential menaces, democratic civil control of 
military field as well as other structures in the system of national security provision, 
maintenance of person’s, society’s and state’s interests balance, their mutual liability, precise 
division of state authorities.

An important institution of national security and defense provision in Ukraine is 
the Council of National security and Protection of Ukraine as a legislative specialized state 
body which enjoys a constitutional status, an inherent part of president authority system 
which has to ensure one of the most important constitutional function of the President – 
to guarantee the state independence and national security of the state. In this context it is 
important to study the administrative and legal status of the Council of National security 
and Protection of Ukraine that is the vector of perspective scientific studies of the author.  
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У статті узагальнено нормативні документи, напрацювання вчених  щодо 
визначення сутнісного змісту поняття «національна безпека», виявлено діалектику 
термінологічної взаємодії родового і видових понять у дослідницькому полі проблем 
національної безпеки.

Ключові слова: національна безпека, національні інтереси, загроза, агресія, 
безпека, захищеність, Рада національної безпеки і оборони України.

В статье обобщены нормативные документы, работы ученых в области 
исследования сущностного содержания понятия «национальная безопасность», 
выявлена диалектика терминологического взаимодействия родового и видовых 
понятий в исследовательском поле проблем национальной безопасности.

Ключовые слова: национальная безопасность, национальные интересы, 
угроза, агресссия, безопасность, защищенность, Совет национальной безопасности 
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